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September 19 – 28, 2011

Itinerary
	Mon, Sept. 19
	UNITED STATES TO GLASGOW

Depart your hometown and take an overnight flight across the Atlantic. Enjoy in-flight entertainment and  a dinner service as you travel to start your vacation. A light breakfast will be served on board also before touchdown in Glasgow. 

  

	Tue, Sept. 20
	GLASGOW ARRIVAL & OBAN

Land in Glasgow and after you disembark, pass through customs and immigration checks at the airport.  Your tour guide will meet you in the Arrivals Hall, welcome you to Scotland and assist in transferring you to your motorcoach.  Depart Glasgow and drive alongside the famous Loch Lomond, renowned in song and also for unsurpassed beauty of the lake and mountains. Then cross the desolate Rannoch Moor before driving through the splendid Glen Coe with towering mountains on either side.  This region is remembered for the Massacre of Glen Coe in 1692 when the Campbells slaughtered many of the Macdonald clan.  Continue to Oban where your hotel is located. Enjoy some time to relax and settle in before joining your group for dinner in the hotel restaurant.

DINNER 
OVERNIGHT: CALEDONIAN HOTEL, OBAN
 

	Wed, Sept. 21
	ISLES OF MULL & IONA

Today take a short ferry ride to the Isle of Mull, which is one of the most beautiful of the Hebrides.  After a scenic drive across the island take another short ferry ride to the peaceful Isle of Iona, the burial place of many Scottish kings, including Macbeth.  View Iona Abbey, a place of pilgrimage as it was Scotland's first Christian settlement, founded by St. Columba in the 6th century.  Then enjoy some free time to explore on your own before returning to the mainland by coach and ferry.  Drive back to your hotel with some time to relax or explore before dinner.

BREAKFAST & DINNER 

OVERNIGHT: CALEDONIAN HOTEL, OBAN
 

	Thu, Sept. 22
	Oban to EDINBURGH
This morning visit the Oban Distillery one of Scotland’s oldest sources of single malt scotch whiskey. Take a tour of the senses at the distillery. You will be taken around the distillery by one of the knowledgeable guides exploring each part of the whiskey making process. Then travel through part of the Trossachs, a region of gentle rolling hills, farms and villages, which is associated with Rob Roy. Stop in the delightful village of Luss with its stone cottages and tidy gardens. After your stop in Luss drive alongside the famous Loch Lomond, renowned in song and also for unsurpassed beauty of the lake and mountains.  Continue through local towns and into Edinburgh. After checking into your hotel you will have some free time to explore some of Edinburgh on your own.This evening join your fellow travelers for a traditional Scottish evening.  The festive dinner of Scottish specialties is followed by Scottish entertainment including bagpipe music, highland dancing and some songs you may recognize.  During the interval in the show you can try Haggis, neeps and tatties - the traditional Scottish dish.
BREAKFAST & TRADITIONAL DINNER
OVERNIGHT: JURYS INN, EDINBURGH


	Fri, Sept. 23
	EDINBURGH HIGHLIGHTS

Take a tour of Scotland's capital city. Start your sightseeing with a drive through the heart of the city along Princes Street, famous for its shops on one side and gardens on the other. See the 18th century New Town with its broad streets, spacious squares and elegant town houses. Then drive along the Royal Mile and view the Palace of Holyrood house, the official Scottish residence of Her Majesty The Queen. Stop for a guided tour of the imposing Edinburgh Castle, perched high above the city on volcanic rock. After your tour, the balance of the day is at leisure for independent activities. You may like to visit Gladstone's Land, on the Royal Mile, for an insight of life in the Old Town of the 17th century or visit the Georgian House to see life in the Georgian New Town. The Royal Museum of Scotland houses excellent collections of many types in wonderful Victorian galleries and the National Gallery of Scotland contains paintings by the world's leading artists. You could choose to stroll along Princes Street for shopping, especially at Jenners, the oldest independent department store in the world.  In the evening you are free to choose from the many restaurants and pubs that Edinburgh has to offer. 
BREAKFAST
OVERNIGHT: JURYS INN, EDINBURGH
 

	Sat, Sept. 24
	Larne Ferry & BELFAST TOUR

Depart Edinburgh early this morning and drive south through part of the Southern Uplands and along the coastline. At Cairnryan take a ferry ride across the narrow channel between Scotland and Ireland to Larne, just outside Belfast.  Drive into the city center to tour Belfast with a local guide. See Victorian buildings, the Harland & Wolff shipyards where the Titanic was built and the Falls Road and Shankill residential areas. Then enjoy the balance of the day at leisure to take in some of the many sights around the city.  Perhaps you might like to start in Donegal Square tosee the imposing City Hall, completed in 1906. The richly decorated interior contains stained glass portraying Belfast's principal industries.  See some of the Victorian architecture in the Albert Memorial, the Grand Opera House or the Crown Liquor Saloon, one of the finest Victorian buildings in Belfast.  In the evening join your fellow travelers for dinner in the hotel restaurant. 
BREAKFAST & DINNER
OVERNIGHT: STORMONT HOTEL, BELFAST

 

	Sun, Sept. 25
	ARMAGH & BALLYFARNON
Depart Belfast and travel southwest through Portadown to reach Armagh, which has been the spiritual capital of Ireland for over 1,500 years and the seat of both Catholic and Protestant archbishops.  Visit both cathedrals which are named in honor of St. Patrick. The Protestant cathedral dates from the 5th century and was restored by Francis Johnston in the 1770s. Brian Boru, High King of Ireland, is buried in the graveyard.  The Catholic cathedral is located across the valley and decorated in blue with depictions of many angels and Irish saints. Finish your sightseeing with a visit to St. Patrick's Trian, a unique three-part heritage center that answers the many questions of the life and times of St. Patrick.  Start with a walk-through tour of "The Armagh Story," an interpretative area that relates the history of the city even before St. Patrick, in prehistoric and Celtic times. The focus then shifts to Patrick and his life and times in Armagh. From here, you enter an audio-visual theater to see the film "Belief," which profiles the many types of beliefs held by humanity. The final segment is "The Land of Lilliput," a hands-on exploration of Jonathan Swift's world as outlined in his book "Gulliver's Travels" which was partly written in Armagh. Then drive west to Ballyfarnon where your delightful hotel is located. Arrive in time to enjoy some of the facilities and relax in elegant surroundings. In the evening dine with your group in the hotel restaurant.
BREAKFAST & DINNER 
OVERNIGHT: KILRONAN CASTLE HOTEL, BALLYFARNON
 

	Mon, Sept. 26
	KELLS & THE MAN O’ WAR PUBLIC HOUSE.
Depart Ballyfarnon and drive to Kells, a small town in Co. Meath, where the book of Kells originated, and is graced, as well, with several high crosses and a round tower.  Sometime after 807 AD, the Books of Kells was created by a group of monks who had fled the island of Iona to avoid Viking raids, led by Columkille (also called Columba). Then depart Kells and drive south to Balbriggan and stop at the Man O War for lunch  and entertainment with the locals there. Situated on a hill on the original Dublin to Belfast Road, the Man O’ War Public House has been recorded in deeds dating back to 1595. In 1732 an Act of Parliament established the tolled Coach Road called the Dublin to Dunleer Turnpike and a toll booth was situated at the Man O’War Pub. Weary travelers stopped at the Man O’War for refreshments as it was half way along the turnpike route.  Wolfe Tone had his breakfast there in July 1792. 
After lunch continue on to Dublin and check into your hotel.  The remainder of the afternoon  is at leisure to enjoy Dublin on your own.

Dinner this evening is at the hotel
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
OVERNIGHT: MALDRON CARDIFF LANE HOTEL, DUBLIN
 

	Tue, Sept.  27
	DUBLIN
The City of Dublin can trace its origin back more than 1,000 years, and for much of this time it has been Ireland's principal city and the cultural, educational and industrial centre of the island. Enjoy your time in the vibrant city of Dublin where you can choose from a wide variety of pursuits.  You will be provided with a pass to get on Dublin’s popular Hop on Hop off visitors bus and you can visit a number of places such as Trinity College, Dublin Castle, the National Museum, the National Gallery or the Writers Museum and many more. You will also have a free entrance to the Guinness factory/museum or the Jameson’s whiskey distillery. Later you may want to shop on Dublin’s famous Grafton Street or explore the Temple bar area for an array of eateries and pubs with traditional Irish music.
BREAKFAST
OVERNIGHT: MALDRON CARDIFF LANE HOTEL, DUBLIN
 

	Wed, Sept. 28
	RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES
Sadly, today your Irish vacation has come to its final day.  Transfer to Dublin Airport in good time to check in for your flight.   You may do some last minute shopping at the duty free stores.  Then clear U.S. Immigration before boarding your aircraft and flying across the Atlantic Ocean back to the United States.
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Scotland/Ireland Tour ………………$3100.00

Single Room Supplement ………......$425.00
CONFIRMED HOTELS
Caledonian Hotel, Oban
2 nights

Jurys Inn, Edinburgh
2 nights

Stornmont Hotel, Belfast
1 night

Kilronan Castle Hotel, Ballyfarnon
1 night

Maldron Cardiff Lane Hotel, Dublin
2 nights

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN
Premium per person 
$169.00 gross

Stapleton Tours International offers this travel policy with Travel Insured. Protection Plan can only be purchased at the time of deposit.
LAND & AIR FARE INCLUDES

· Transport by luxury motorcoach with a driver/guide (one man) for 9 days.

· Air from North Carolina to Glasgow,Scotland and from Dublin, Ireland to North Carolina. 

· Hotel accommodation based on twin bedded rooms with private bath as listed for 8 nights.

· Breakfasts (8). 
· Table d’hôte dinners at the hotels (5).

· Scottish evening with traditional dinner and entertainment.
· Lunch at the Man O’ War Public House.
· Passage on the ferry to the Isle of Mull

· Passage on the ferry to/from Iona.

· Passage on the Larne/Stranraer ferry

· Private guided tour of Edinburgh
· Private tour of Belfast.
· Tour of Oban Distillery.
· Pass on the Dublin Tour Bus.

· Entrance to the Guinness Brewery or the Jameson’s Distillery.(your preference)

Edinburgh Castle 

Luss village, Scotland

Saint Patrick’s Cathedrals, Armagh


St. Patrick’s Trian

The Story of Armagh Audio Visual 


Tower and Celtic Crosses in Kells
Hotel porterage, service charges and government taxes.Flight bags, ticket wallets, baggage tags and identifying strap.
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336 776 0677
info@stapletontours.com

May 1, 2011

