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Footsteps of St. Paul

 &

The Seven Churches of Revelations
with 

Father Jay Harrington

May 21 - 30, 2012

MONDAY, MAY 21 -  
Depart Charlotte at 5:20pm with Lufthansa Airlines flight # 429 nonstop to Munich. Enjoy a dinner and breakfast aboard your international flight. 

TUESDAY, MAY 22 - KUSADASI    (B,D)        
Arrive Munich at 8:05am. Connect to your Lufthansa Airlines flight # 1780 nonstop to Izmir, departing at 12:25pm arriving at 3:55pm. 

Clear Turkish Immigration and Customs and meet your Turkish representatives and your tour guide, transfer to your hotel for dinner and overnight. Enjoy your evening in this wonderful city.
Our hotel, ATINC, is centrally located and has many amenities. www.hotelatinc.com  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23 - KUSADASI   (B,D) 
Drive to Ephesus, the only Greco - Roman site in the world that gives an idea of the grandeur of bygone centuries. Ephesus is another city of the Seven Churches of the Revelation and an ancient large port with a population of over 250,000. The city played a major role in the development of architecture, religion, economic systems and arts.  

Ephesus is the ancient city where the third ecumenical council took place (AD 431). The city was visited by St. Paul and his friends Priscilla and Aquila during his missionary journey (ACTS 18: 18-20). Tour the ancient city with its legendary marble streets, the magnificent theater, Hadrian's temple and the library of Celsus. Then visit the sixth century Basilica of St. John. 

Return to Kusadasi and meet Dr. Ugul Orhan from Turkmen Carpets for a light snack and carpet demonstration. 

End the day at the Last Home of the Virgin Mary, who was brought to Ephesus by John, the beloved disciple of Jesus. The home of the Virgin Mary is on a hill top, where she lived out her last days and is now visited by over a hundred thousand pilgrims each year. Pilgrims flock here to drink the water of the sacred spring located near the house, they meditate and pray for health at this ancient spot of worship. Pope Benedict XVI celebrated Mass at the House of the Virgin Mary on  November 29, 2006 as Paul VI and John Paul II did before him. Return to your hotel for dinner and overnight. MASS: House of the Virgin Mary 

THURSDAY, MAY 24 - KUSADASI   (B,L,D) 
Drive to Aphrodisias, the “City of Marble” and the center of worship of the Goddess Aphrodite until the 6th century after Christ. See the temple, one of the largest and best preserved archaeological sites in Turkey.Continue to Laodicea, one of the Seven Churches in the Book of Revelation. Jesus says to the Laodicean church, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” Walk through the stadium and colonnaded streets. Late in the afternoon arrive in Kusadasi for dinner and overnight.
FRIDAY, MAY 25 - KUSADASI    (B,L,D) 
Today will be an early rise for our exciting ferry ride to Greece. You will be transferred to the pier early in the morning (5:30AM) to board your privately chartered ferry to Patmos, leaving at 6:00AM and arriving at 11:00AM. Refreshments will be served on board, courtesy of Stapleton Tours. 

Meet your local Greek guide and visit St. John’s Monastery where he St. John wrote the Book of Revelations. Also see the Apocalypse Cave and the museum. Lunch will be included.  

Return to the pier and sail back to Kusadasi, leaving at 3:00PM and arriving at 7:45PM, for dinner and overnight. 

SATURDAY, MAY 26 - BURSA    (B,D) 
Drive to Izmir (ancient Smyrna) and visit the Church of St. Policarp which is the oldest church in ancient Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) it symbolized the community of the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. 

Drive to Pergamum, the most favored of the Seven Churches of the Revelation. Christianity reached Pergamum very early and its church was praised for forbearance in times of persecution. It was here that the first Christians were executed by Rome. 

Visit the stunning acropolis of the Hellenistic city, perched 1,000 feet above the town. Remains include, the Altar of Zeus, palaces, the temples of Trajan and Dionysus, and the world’s steepest amphitheater. Continue to Asklepion, the ancient health center. See the ruins of the small theater and the healing tunnel. 

Then drive to Bursa, often called the “Green City”.Visit the great master works of Ottoman religious architecture: the Green Mosque and the Green Tomb, adorned with turquoise and green tiles. Bursa is also famous for the Shadow Play which entertains Turkish audiences during Ramadan. Known as Karagöz and Hacivad, these puppet plays are performed by jointed, colored and semi-transparent figures behind a white curtain.
Arrive at your hotel for dinner and overnight.   

Our hotel, KIRCI is a wonderful hotel located in the city centre. http://www.kircihotel.com  
SUNDAY, MAY 27 – ISTANBUL    (B,D) 
Drive to Iznik for a day of touring ancient Nicea where the First (AD 325) and the Seventh (AD 787) Ecumenical Councils were held. The Seventh Ecumenical Council, gathered at St. Sophia of Nicea, marked the separation of the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches.   

Then take a ferry across the Dardanelles to Istanbul to your hotel for and overnight.   

Our hotel, GREEN ANKA, is a boutique property located in the Findikzade shopping district of Istanbul. www.greenankahotel.com  

MONDAY, MAY 28 - ISTANBUL    (B,D) 
Visit the Church of St. Savoir in Chora (the Kariye Museum). The church of the Monastery of Chora, dating back to the reign of Theodosius II 408-50, was rebuilt by Justinian after the earthquake of 558. In the 12th century, it was again restored by order of Maria Dukas, a niece of Alexios Komnenos. There are remnants of mosaics belonging to that period, but the superb, world famous masterpieces date from the 14th century. Above the front door, you can still make out a kneeling Theodosius offering Christ a model of the church. The whole story of the beginnings of Christianity is told on these walls.   

The Turks converted the church of the Holy Savior in Chora into the Kariye Cami in the reign of Bayezit II (1481-1512). Continue to Topkapi Palace, legendary residence of the Ottoman Sultans. See the treasury, the kitchens, and the harem quarter. Enjoy some free time at the exhilarating Grand Bazaar of Istanbul.     

Return your hotel for dinner and overnight.
TUESDAY, MAY 29 – ISTANBUL   (B,D) 
Visit the legendary Blue Mosque, decorated with beautiful 17th century Iznik tiles. Then stroll around the historical Hippodrome where chariot races were held. Visit the underground Crusader Cisterns. Continue to St. Sophia, a Christian basilica built by Justinian in the 6th century and converted to a mosque during the Ottoman Empire. See the beautiful mosaics on display in the museum.The we visit the Egyptian Spice Bazaar, used as the spice market since 1665. 

Next, board the ferry, which crosses the Bosporus, visiting both Europe and Asia, with stops en route to take photos of the natural beauty.   

Our farewell dinner from Turkey will be at Sarnic Restaurant, a seafood restaurant with a wonderful view of the Bosporus and the Asian coast. Return your hotel for overnight. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30 -     (B) 
You will be transferred to Istanbul Ataturk Airport for your Lufthansa Airlines flight # 1775 nonstop to Munich, departing at 6:30am and arriving at 8:15am. Connect with Lufthansa Airlines flight # 428 nonstop to Charlotte, departing at 11:35am and arriving at 3:25pm. 

************************************************************************************** 

Price per person in a double room: $3,800 
Single room supplement $425 
Prices are NET to you and GUARANTEED for May 2012 
************************************************************************************** 
   PRICE INCLUDES: 
 Round-trip, economy class airfare from Charlotte to Izmir return from Istanbul with     Lufthansa Airlines. 

 8 nights of accommodations in Turkey with buffet breakfast and dinner daily. 

 All transfers to and from the airports in Turkey. 

 7 days of touring in a private, air-conditioned bus with licensed English-speaking guide. 

 1 day private ferry from Kusadasi to Patmos with lunch included. 

 All entrance fees as per itinerary. 

 Portage at airport and hotels (one suitcase per person). 

 Service fees and local taxes. 

 Stapleton Tours pilgrim’s kit and travel bag, wallet, bag spotter and luggage tags. 

 Tips to guide and driver 

  PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
 Visa to Turkey ($20 to be paid upon arrival).  

 Meals not indicated in the itinerary. 

 Beverages. 

 Personal items and services (souvenirs, phone, laundry, etc.). 

 Travel insurance ($175 per person highly recommended). . 

 IMPORTANT NOTE: 
 Lufthansa offers full credit for Star Alliance members. 

 The air schedule is subject to change without notice. 
 A $750 per person deposit is required upon booking. The deposit is FULLY REFUNDABLE up to 90 days prior to departure. 

 The deposit guarantees the price of the airfare and the land services. Failure to pay the deposit may cause an increase in the price (the airfare is especially vulnerable). 

 Final payment is due on February 1, 2012. 
 All funds paid to Stapleton Tours are held in a trust account until paid to our suppliers.   

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
PRICE: 
* The price of the tour is: $3,800 per person in a double room.
* Should a single traveler wish to share a room with another traveler, and Stapleton Tours is unable to match him/her with a roommate, the single room supplement will apply. 

DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT POLICY: 
* A deposit of $750 per person is due upon registration. 

* Final payment is due prior to the group departure on February 1, 2012. 
CANCELLATIONS & REFUND: 
* For cancellation of 89 to 45 days prior to departure, a cancellation fee of 50% of  
   the tour cost will apply. 
* For cancellation of 44 to 15 days prior to departure, a cancellation fee of 75% of  
   the tour cost will apply. 
* For cancellation of 14 days and less prior to departure, a cancellation fee of 100%  
   of the tour cost will apply. 
* No refund will be paid for unused services such as: transfers, sight-seeing, meals, hotel 

   accommodation, entrance fees, and others that are listed in the tour program. 

* In the case of cancellation by Stapleton Tours for any reason, a full refund will  
   be made. 
* The travel insurance is NON-REFUNDABLE. 
LAND ARRANGEMENTS: 

The Tour Operator reserves the right to change the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances. In all cases, Stapleton Tours will do its best to maintain the content of the tour. 

The Tour operator reserves the right to change the hotels listed on the tour for others of similar quality. 

RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY: 
Whereas Stapleton Tours and the participating airlines and tour operators operate the land tours offered under this program only as agents of the aircraft, railroads, car rental contractors, steamship lines, hotels, bus operators, sight-seeing contractors and others who provide the actual land arrangements, we are not liable for any act, omission, delay, injury, loss or damage or nonperformance occurring in connection with these tours. 

The Passenger contract in use by the airline concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the airline and the purchaser of these tours and/or passenger. Stapleton Tours reserves the right to bring legal action to collect damages in the event that purchaser fails to pay any fees due and owing for services, including cancellation fees as set out in the section entitled 'Cancellations & Refunds'. The parties agree that should legal action be commenced, the prevailing party will be entitled to his/her or its reasonable attorney fees and court costs in addition to the actual damages sustained and proven. 

PASSENGER RESPONSIBILITY: 
Passenger has read the above terms and conditions and agrees to each of them. Passenger hereby warrants that he/she fully understand each of them. Specifically passenger understands that should he/she cancel their trip for any reason, passenger will be charged the cancellation fee set out in the 'Cancellations & Refunds' section. 

PASSPORT AND DOCUMENTATION: 
Your passport must be valid for at least six months following your entry date to your travel destination. 

For more specific visa requirement, please contact the relevant consulate for update information. 
ENTIRE AGREEMENT SEVERABILITY: 
This is the entire agreement of the parties and it may be amended only by written agreement signed by both Stapleton Tours and the client. If any part of this agreement is held unenforceable by a court of law, the rest of this agreement will nevertheless remain in force and effect. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: 
Travel insurance is not included in your tour price. 

It is the passenger's responsibility to verify whether his / hers local health insurance covers you out of the USA. Please contact your insurance carrier for details. 

Stapleton Tours highly recommends the purchase of comprehensive travel insurance, which covers health, luggage and trip cancellation. A waiver must be signed if insurance is declined.  
