Tour of the Holy Land 
Feburary 27th – March 8th 2013
Feb. 27th: Depart USA on nonstop overnight flight to the Holy Land.
Dinner and breakfast on board.
Feb. 28th: Caesarea / Mount Carmel / Tiberius.  After an early arrival at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv you will be welcomed by your tour guide and be escorted to a deluxe touring bus. Proceed to Mount Carmel to visit the Monastery of Muhraka passing through Haifa for a panoramic view of the city and harbor. Mount Carmel is where Elijah challenged the Baal priests (1Kings 18:20-40). It was also from this spot that the Carmelite order began. From the roof of this monastery enjoy a wonderful view of the Jezreel plain. Pass through some Druze villages where you will have an opportunity to stop for lunch and try some of the local food.
Dinner and overnight – Leonardo Hotel, Tiberius
Mar. 1st: Galilee

After breakfast take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee to the area where Jesus walked on water, (Matt 14:25-32) and calmed the wind and sea. The boating excursion ends at a seaside museum housing an ancient fishing boat dating from time of Jesus.  Drive up to the Mount of Beatitudes.  Admire the view.  Hear the “Sermon on the Mount” proclaimed. Continue on to nearby Tabgha the setting for the loaves and fishes miracle (Matt 14:19-21). Leave for Capernaum where Jesus taught and lived. See the house of St. Peter (Matt 8:14) and the synagogue where Jesus ministered (Matt 12:9-14). Enjoy a “St. Peter’s fish“ lunch at Kibbutz Hagoshrim fish restaurant. Drive through the Golan Heights to Caesarea Philippi the head waters springs of the Jordan River (Matt 16:13-20).
Breakfast, Dinner and overnight – Leonardo Hotel, Tiberius
Peter’s fish lunch at a Kibbutz on Galilee
Mar. 2nd: Nazareth / Megiddo / Cana
After breakfast visit Mt. Tabor and the Church of the Transfiguration. Then head to Megiddo, the “Hill of Battles”, where archaeologists have uncovered 20 civilizations built on top of one another. Drive to Nazareth to tour Annunciation site the Basilica of the Annunciation (Lk1:26-38). Visit Mary’s well for a drink of water.  Stop in Cana to renew marriage vows. 
Breakfast , Dinner and overnight – Leonardo Hotel, Tiberius
Mar. 3rd: Galilee / Beit Shean / Bethany 

After breakfast, drive to the southern shore of Sea of Galilee to Yardenit - Baptismal site for the renewal of Baptismal vows. Depart to ancient Beit Shean and walk through the elaborate excavations dating from the Roman and Byzantine periods. Then we head toward Jerusalem to visit Bethany the home village of Martha, Mary and Lazarus (luke 24:50,51) Visit the pool of Siloam.(John 9:1-7)
Breakfast - Leonardo Hotel, Tiberius
Dinner and overnight – Dan Panorama, Jerusalem.
Mar. 4th: Jerusalem, the Old City

After breakfast visit the Mount of Olives and Eleona Cave (Luke 11:1-4). From the Mount of Olives we take a walk Jesus made on a donkey down the Palm Sunday road (Mark 11: 1-10). Pause to pray at the chapel of Dominus Flevit (Matt 23:37-39, Luke 19:41-44). End at the Garden of Gethsemane, the site of Jesus’ arrest. (Luke 22: 39-54) Later visit the underground cave Church of the Dormitian of Blessed Virgin Mary. Stop at the Western Wall around lunch time to pray and visit The Upper Room & David’s tomb. Enter through the Dung Gate to the Ancient Walled City of Jerusalem. Visit the Crusader Church of St. Ann, famous for its glorious acoustics and also see the pool of Bethesda (John 5: 2-15) Walk the Via Dolorosa (The Way of the Cross). Enjoy a wonderful view of the city from the Austrian hospice. Visit Ecce Homo Convent excavation where Jesus was mocked and crowned with thorns (John 19:1-5). Then enter the Church of the Holy Sepulcher to visit Golgotha and the tomb Jesus lay in. (John 19:17-30) (John 19:40-42) (Luke 22:7-14).
Breakfast , Dinner and overnight – Dan Panorama, Jerusalem.
Mar. 5th: Jerusalem, the New City / Bethlehem.  In the morning drive over to Ein Karem, home village of John the Baptist. See the famous Marc Chagall Windows in Hadassah Hospital synagogue. Continue on to King Herod’s fortress/tomb, the Herodium, stopping en-route at the church of St. Peter Galicantus for mass. (Luke 22:7-14 &54-62) Then it’s on to Bethlehem to Church of the Nativity (Luke 2:1-7) to pray at Jesus’ birth place. Visit the cave residence of St. Jerome. 
Breakfast , Dinner and overnight – Dan Panorara, Jerusalem.
Mar. 6th: Masada/Dead Sea After breakfast, drive to the Good Samaritan Inn (Luke 10:29-37) then onto Masada - Herod’s Dead Sea stronghold. Ascend to the fortress entrance by cable car. See the palace of Herod the Great along with the Roman baths and pools. Stop in Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found and finish the day off with a float in the Dead Sea, the lowest place on earth.
Breakfast , Dinner and overnight – Dan Panorama, Jerusalem.
Mar. 7th: Jerusalem Take a leisurely day off to relax at the hotel or travel the beautiful city of Jerusalem and visit the many sites it has to offer. Enjoy a farewell dinner at a local restaurant tonight and return to your hotel to rest before tomorrow mornings flight from Tel Aviv.

Breakfast – Dan Panorama

Dinner – Local Restaurant 

Mar. 8th: Leave your hotel this morning depart for the airport for your late morning flight home.
(Those staying on for the Petra trip leave the hotel this morning for Jordan.)

Optional add on - “A visit to Petra, Jordan.” (2 nights) 
Includes:

· Daily Mass.
· Meeting and assistance on arrival and departure at Ben Gurion Airport.

· Hotels in Tiberius and Jerusalem

· Porterage at airport and hotels

· Touring with air-conditioned vehicle starting and ending at Ben Gurion Airport 

· Transfers on arrival and departure

· Sightseeing with English speaking guide through 

· Entrance fees as per indicated in your itinerary

· Tips to driver, guide, hotel and restaurant staff.
· Airport taxes, border taxes, visa fees.
· 1 small bottle of mineral water & snack upon arrival.
Meal arrangements:

· 8 nights hotel accommodation at the above-mentioned hotels on double occupancy basis (breakfast and dinner daily)
· 1 Peter’s fish lunch on the Sea of Galilee.
· Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant. 
Suggestions of places to visit on your day off :
Yad Vashem – The Holocaust Museum.

The Shrine of the Book - See the Dead Sea Scrolls and also a model of Jerusalem from the time of Jesus. 

Israeli Museum and the 2nd Temple Models.

Bible Lands Museum.

Oscar Schindler’s Grave.

Burnt House – Katros Museum.

City of David and Hezekiah’s Tunnel.

Walk Around The Old City. 
